Balloon expandable stents for acute closure post failed coronary angioplasty: case report and review of the literature.
Abrupt closure of a dominant right coronary artery occurred in a patient 1 h post coronary angioplasty. Angiography revealed a long spiral dissection involving the mid to distal segment of the right coronary artery. Four intracoronary balloon expandable stents were deployed to 'tack up' the dissection and recanalize the occluded artery. Six month follow-up angiography revealed continued patency of the stented segment. Balloon expandable stents may be an effective alternative to coronary bypass surgery in the treatment of acute closure following coronary angioplasty.